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TO THE MEMORY OF MY BROTHER

FRANCIS GEORGE FOWLER, M.A. Cantas.

WHO SHARED WITH ME THE PLANNING OF THIS BOOK,
BUT DID NOT LIVE TO SHARE THE WRITING.

I think of it as it should have been, with its prolixities
docked, its dullnesses enlivened, its fads eliminated, its
truths multiplied. He had a nimbler wit, a better sense of
proportion, and a more open mind, than his twelve-year-
older partner ; and it is matter of regret that we had
not, at a certain point, arranged our undertakings other-
wise than we did.

In 19II we started work simultaneously on The Pocket
Oxford Dictionary and this book ; living close together,
we could, and did, compare notes ; but each was to get
one bosk ito shape by writing its first quarter or half ;
and so much only had been done before the war. The one
in which, as the less mechanical, his sdeas and contribu-
twns would have had much the greater value had been
assigned, by ill chance, to me. In 1918 he died, aged 47,
of tuberculosis contracted during service with the B.E.F.
&n 1915-16.
 The present book accordingly contains none of his actual
- writmg ; but, having been designed in consultation with
 him, it is the last fruit of a partnershi p that began in 1903
. woeth our translation of Lucian.

H. W. F.
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KEY TO PRONUNCIATION

VOWELS

- " = = W

u
i 00=43a or &, 60 or 00, &c.
u ar er or These italic letters stand for light vague

sounds (stigma, silent, cousin, contain,

submit, beggar, pertain, motor).
ar €r 1T or ur (mare, mere, mire, more, mure)

ar er or (parl, pert, port)
ah aw oi oor ow owr (bah, bawl, boil, boor, brow, bower)

CONSONANTS
of which the value needs defining

ch (child, each : not as in chaos, champagne, loch)
dh (dhat, mi’'dher, =that, mother)

g (gag, get : not as in gentle)

J (JUj =judge)

ng (singer : not as in finger, ginger)

ngg (fi'ngger = finger)

s (saws =sauce : not as in laws)

th (thinketh : not as in this, smooth)

zh (roozh, vi‘'zhn,=rouge, vision)

For h, r, w, 1n ah, ar &c., ow, owr, see Vowels



LIST OF
GENERAL ARTICLES

as distinguished from those on individual words. In the
dictionary, the titles of most such articles are printed In
small capitals. Those of which the titles are bracketed in this
list contain only cross references to others 1n which thar
subjects are dealt with. A few individual words such as and,
do, each, that, important rather as framcwork than for them-
selves, are also included ; the articles upon these, dealing with
points of grammar or idiom that arisc cvery day, are mn cffect
of the general kind ; but they are here distinguished from the
others by italics (as, not As).

a, an By, bye, by- Diplith-
A-, an- Cannibalism do
-able, -ible (Careless repetition) Double case
Absolute construction case Double constructiop
Absolute possessives Cases Double passives
(Adverbs) Cast-iron idiom daoubi( ful)
X, (K -c-, -ck- dry
-ac, :-as -C¢, -CYy duc
-(al)ist Centenary &c. cach
-al nouns Centi-, hecto- -ed & °d
Analogy -cephalic, -cephalous -cdly
and -ciation e. 8.
Anti-Saxonism claim either
any Co- Elegant variation
(Apostrophe) Col-, com-, con- Ellipsis
Arch, arche-, archi- Collectives else
Archaism (Colon) Em- & im-
are, 13 (Com-) -cn adjectives
as (Comma) (En- & in-)
-atable Comparatives) enough
Avoidance of the obvi- mpound preposi- | Enumeration forms
ous tions &c. | -en verbs from adjec-
Back-formation connezxion tives
Barbarisms course equally as
Curtailed words ' -er & -est
dare -er & -Or
(Dash (-est in superlatives)
'd"’ d" elc.
Deca-, deci- even
Diaeresis ever
Didacticism every one
different (Ex-)

Differentiation (Exclamation mark)



vi LIST OF GENERAL

ARTICLES

i ————

-ex, -1X o

-ey & -y in adjectives

-ey, -ie, -y, in diminu-
tives

Facetious formations

fact

faul _
[alse emphasis
False quantity
False scent
far

fellow
Feminine designations
Fetishes

few

-fied

first

follow

for

Forcign danger
For-, fore-
Formal words
French words
Friday

-ful

(Full stop)
Fused participle
Gallicisms
Generic names &c.

Genteelism
Gerund

-2-, ~€8-

Grand compounds
Greek g
Hackneyed phrases
had

half

Hanging-up
hardly

have

Haziness

he

help

his

hon.

hope

however

Hybrid derivatives
Hyphens

-1

(-ible)

(-ic)

-1c(al)

-ics

i. C.

| if & when

| (_Inﬁnitive)

-1on & -ment

- Jingles

- qust

- -less
. lest

- like

- like
- -lily
- Literary crities' words |

Utiteracies
Nlogicalities
Im-
-in & -1ne
In- & un-
inasmuch as
Incompatibles
Incongruous
lary
Indirect question
(-ine)

vocabu-

-ing

in order that
in so far

in that

into |

Intransitive p. p.
Inversion
(Inverted commas)

-ion & -ness
Irrelevant allusion
18

-ise) (-1ze

-ism & -ity |

-ist, -alist, &c.
()

Italian sounds
Italics

iis

-1ze, -1se
jargon

judg(e)ment &c.

kind

lady

last

Latin plurals

-latry

latter

lay & lie

Legerdemain with two
senses

less

Letter forms
(-lier)

Literary words
lived

-11-, -1-

Long variants
lord

Love of the long word
lu

-]y

Malaprops
Mannerisms
me

means

-ment

. Metaphor

(-meter)

million
Misapprehcnsions
Misprints
Misquotation
-m-, -Mm-
moral(e)

more

-most

much

mulatio

Muses

Mute e

need

Needless variants

Negative & afiirmative

in parallel clauses
Negatives
neither
(-ness)
never so
next
-n-, -Nn-
no
nor

. not

Noun & adjective ac-
cent

Noun & verb accent

' Novelese
- Novelty-hunting

Number

«()=
Object-shuflling
(Oe, e, e)
-0(€e)s

of

(Omission of 1)
-0n

once

one



LIST OF GENERAL ARTICLES vil
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(One word or two)

only
onlo
or

-Or
other
otherwise
ought
our
-our & -Or
-our- & -or-
Out of the frying-pan
Overzeal
pace
Pairs & snares
Parallel-sentence dan-
gers
Parenthesis
Participles
Passive disturbances
Pedantic humour
Pedantry
Perfect infinitive
Period in abbrevia-
tions
Periphrasis
per pro(c).
Person
Personification, nouns
of multitude, meto-
nymy
-phil(e)
Phonetics
Pleonasm
Plural anomalies
Poeticisms
Polysyllabic humour
Pomposities
Pqularized technical-
ities
Position of adverbs
Positive words
Possessive puzzles
possible
Py -
Pre- pp-
prefer(able)
Preposition at end
P”ﬂ“mplguous word-
_ formation
Pride of knowledge

 PTODabhIs

Ps-

Pt-

Purism

qua

Quasi-adverbs
Quotation
(Quotation marks)
rather

re

Re(-)

-re & -er
Recessive accent
regard
relation(ship)
(Relative pronouns)
Repetition of words
replace

resort

respective(ly)
Retro-

reverend

Revivals

Rhythm

-r-, -IT-

’S

sawd

sake

same

Sanat-, sanit-

save, conj.
Saxonism

scarcely

scilicet

Self-

Semi-

(Semicolon)
Sentence

Sequence of tenses
shall & will

sic

Side-slip

Simile & metaphor
’S incongruous
Singular -s

sir

Slipshod extension

S0
Sobriquets
some

-some

sort

Spelling points
Split infinitive
(Split verbs)
8-, -85-

(-)stich

Stock pathos

Stops

Sturdy indefensibles
Subjunctives
substitute

such

- Super-
- Superfluous words

Supceriority

- Superlatives

. Superstitions

- Swapping Lhorses
SVNnonyins

-t & -¢d

- Tautology

Technical teris
(‘Tenses)

than

-th & -dbh

that adj. & adv.
that cony.

that rcl. pron.

the

their

therefor

thercfore

they

-th nouns

thosc

though

thus

-tion

Titles

{o

{00

Trailers

-trix

True & false etymology
-t-, -tt-

Twopence coloured
-ty & -ness

-ular

-um

Un-

Unattached participles
Unequal yokefellows
Unidiomatic -ly
unique

unless & unti
unthinkable

us

-us

(Variation)

varwous



1IST OF GENERAL ARTICLES
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i

-ve(d), -ves wl}iai )

Verbs in -ie, =y, -y€ whateve

(Vers libre), 7 Where compounds
very which

vice prep. & pref. which) (that) (who
view which with and or but
viz, sc(il)., .6 - whale
Vogue-words who & whom
Vulgarization whoever

Walled-up object whose

Wardour Street - will, vb

-ward(s) | -wise, ~-Ways

we without

Whe- | Word-patronage

Working & stylish
words

Worn-out humour

worth) (worth while

(would)

wrile

-x as French plural

| -xion, =X1Ve

(-y)

| Y &1

yet

| (yours)
| Z~, =ZZ-

ABBREVIATIONS, SYMBOLS, ETC.

a., adjective int., interjection
2a., adjectives L, Latin
adj., adjective Lit., Literature
adv., adverb lit., literally
advl, adverbial Log., Logic
arch., archaic MS., manuscript
A.V., Authorized Ver-|MSS., manuscripts
slon | n., poun
c., century nn., nouns
cc., centuries obj., object
cf. (=confer), compare | OLD, Oxford English
conj., conjunction Dictionary
dim., diminutive opp-., as opposed to
Dipl., Diplomacy | Palaeogr., Palacography

D.N.B., Dictionary of  part., participle present

National Biography | pers., person

E, English pl., plural

e.g. (=exempli gratia), | p.p., past or passive par-
for instance ticiple

ellipt., elliptical pr., pronounce

Enc. Brit., Encyclopae- | pref., prefix
dia Britannica prep., preposition

F, French pron., pronoun

Gk, Greek pron., pronounce

Gram., Grammar Pros., Prosody
i. e, (=1d est), that is refl., reflexive
indiec., indicative rel., relative
ind. obj., indirect object | Rhet., Rhetoric

R.V., Revised Version

s.f. (=sub finem), ncar
the end

sing., singular

S.P.E., (Tracts of the)
Society for Pure Eng-
lish

subj., subjunctive

suf., suffix

U.K., United King-
dom

U.S., United States of
America

usu., usually

v., vb, verb

var., variant

vol., volume

wd, word

&, and

&c., et cetera

)(, placed between words
to be compared

/, placed between sep-
arate quotations

[],containing words that

are not part of the
quotation

Small capitals refer the reader to the article so indicated, for further

information.







