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KKEKF IIS BE KHKHKAH IKKE IIE EEE EE 

oe WIN A COMPUTER! WIN A COMPUTER! TIMEX SINCLAIR SWAP MEET 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS OF MATERIAL 1-5 PM, SUNDAY 
TO TIMELINEZ FOR THE ISSUES JULY 20, 1986 
FROM JULY 1986 THROUGH JUNE 
1987 WILL BE GIVEN POINTS FROM PENSINSULA HOSPITAL 
1 TO 3 (BASED UPON THE SIZE AND 1783 EL CAMINO REAL 
QUALITY OF THE ITEM). BURL INGAME 

IN AUGUST 1987, A DRAWING WILL FOR ALL TS USER GROUPS 
BE HELD. THE MORE POINTS THAT AND FOR ALL TS USERS 
A CONTRIBUTOR HAS ACCUMU D. . 
THE MORE CHANCE OF ie EEE 

THE WINNER WILL RECEIVE A BRAND 
NEW TS-2068 OR, POSSIBLY, A NEW 
Quantum Leap! JOBE EEE EE BEEBE EHH EHE 

Cc oN T EZ N T S 
FROM TIME TO TIME, THE CURRENT SOBER EEEBEH HEEB H EHH HB HE: 
SCORE WILL BE REPORTED. SVSTUG NEWS, Bill Miller 216 

PUG NEWS, Norm Lehfeldt 216 

WE WANT ARTICLES ABOUT SOFTWARE NEWSLETTER EXCHANGE 217 
OR HARDWARE PROJECTS THAT YOU USING TIME(X) DOING TIME, 
ARE WORKING ON...OR REVIEWS OF Rita Toth 218 
SOFTWARE OR HARDWARE ITEMS THAT COMPUSERVE GRAPHICS ON THE 
YOU HAVE ACQUIRED...OR HINTS ON SINCLAIR @L, N Lehfeldt 220 

: PROGRAMMING...OR WHATEVER! COMPUTER CALENDAR 221 
Lo: MEMSCAN, Russell English 222 
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svsTuUuG NEWS 

by Bill Miller 

KHXKHHKKHKHHKKKKEKKKKHKK IKKE 
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At the 860527 GUTS/SV (SVSTUG?) seeting Mark Waller 
deaonstrated his battery operated 151000. S.N. Stein showed the 
"TIMEX neni departaent Spectrua trouble shooting sanual" 
that he got at_a tlea earket along with two Spectruss, a low 
serial nuaber 1752040 printer and what appears to be a prototype 
752020 cassette recorder. Could this be the setup that was used 
to develope the 752068? 

Margaret Finney is attempting to convert a Maze aerator 
prograe troa Home Coaputing Nagazine to use on her 152068. The 
prograr is for an IBM PC. Can anyone help? 

Welcome to new meaber Bill Phillips. Bill is interested in 
high res graphics for charting data on his 151000. 

Henry Pollard is looking for a 152068 .-CHEAP-. 

(ie tate GE EY GD OP Eh ED OF Oh nt le ee DR OP Oe a oe ee 2b ae ay ae > on Oe OF ES SE SSSOVSSPSVeeeaeaaese 

A SPECIAL NOTICE 
FOR OUR N¢L 

EXCHANGE FRIENDS 
If you were tind encugh ta send 
a copy of your N/L to Robert 
Kelty in support Gf our prisoner 
T/5 aid program, You @ay have 
had your donation returned with 
the message that Robert i5 no 
ionger there. Ue have just 
received word that he has 
fFinatty been granted parocte and 
we hope that our hetp played a 
Salt part sn hss retease. 

There are Stztti a number of 
immates interested in T/5 
Computing, and we ast you ta 
please tate a mihute and change 
your @ait tist to the fottoming 
address: 

fir. Uiritsam J. Kasset 
Pre Retease Supervisor 
215 East Bonanza 
fas Vegas, NV 89158 

fir. Kasset witt see ta it that 
your NL gets gaS5tributed among 
the inmates. THANKS FOR CARING. 

se 

KEXKKKHKKKEKKEKKKKEEKS IAAL 

PUG NEWS 

by Norm Lehfledt 

HKHHHHKHHKHEK HEHEHE EEK ERE 

The July 20th meeting of the Peninsula Users Group will 

be given over to a swap meet to which seabers and foreer 

geabers of all three Bay Area Timex/Sinclair Users Groups 

will be invited. 

Following a suggestion by Russ English and other seabers 

of EBZUG, the Peninsula Group discussed and agreed to the 

proposal at its May seeting. It was also agreed that the June 

and July issues of TIMELINEZ would go to an expanded sailing 

list that would include former members of ail three groups 

who aay have T/S items they wish to dispose of. 

Be sure and reaind anyone who sight be interested of 

this event. It will get under way at 1:00 P.M., duly 20th in 

the Sierra Room at Peninsula Hospital in Burlingame (see sap 

elsewhere in this issue). 

Also at the May PUG aeeting: 

Jack Dohany has an AERCO CPM terainal connected to Ay 

2068 for demonstration purposes. He was unable to bring i 

to the aeeting, but would be happy to talk with anybody about 

it or show it to those who care to drop by his house. Call 

for an appointaent. 
Rex Lundgren, who has been doing 1000 and 2068 repairs 

for Sunset Electronics, reports that acst of the probleas he 

is seeing are caused by careless attacheent and removal of 

peripherals. Rex reminds everyone to be sure all power is off 

before removing or attaching peripherals. Particular care 

should be taken with those devices which use a blob of solder 

as a locating key for the edge-connector. The solder is a 

conducter and is also very soft and so is easily deformed or 

displaced, which may cause the two connectors to sis-sate 

(Imagine the trouble THAT can cause‘). 

1 showed some pictures that had been downloaded fros 

CompuServe in the Run-Length-Encoded format and then been 

decoded and printed by ay GL computer. See ay article 

elsewhere in this issue. | 

George Nockridge received a letter from attorneys for a 

company aarketing a software line called ‘TINE LINE.’ The 

letter asks us to cease and desist infringing on their trade 

mark with our nase ’TIMELINEZ.’ 

Pat Morrissey has found an attorney for us who is 

handling the case ‘pro bono’ (free), and who says we are 

probably safe on grounds of prior use. If we wanted to he 

nasty we eight even collect royalties from THEM’ 

See you at the next PUG meeting, Sunday June ® 15. 
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| TUO REPORTS ON THE CINCINNATTI 
We T/5S COMPUTERFEST FROM THE NAY FROM THE MARCH 1986 ATLANTA 

T/5 USER GROUP NEUSLETTER. 1986 RANTOP Nel IN CLEVELAND. 

“SUPERCALAFRAGALISTIC* 
PHONE NUMBEF WORD GENERATOR 

Br LAYRENCE SOUDES 

Misha Sy Aepresston ef the Fest. Euary Bier, Core Pera SN Oee MaNP Ee aa 
Se eS ee nae ® Srm@at time: On Saks seecbels” feo" EES Last er 
the crowd was elbow to elbow in the EeUE PERE Prerty afl? "Ere 

Sai cae ea aees ee ee SERpURATTOus GIL SereaR. press 
literature was sold plus some big ticket ENTER TQ GET EACH NEW PAGE OF 

items such as QL’s and Disi: Drives. JI POSSIBILITIES. LAST ‘WORD’ ENDS 
‘| . WITH ‘FINE’. THIS PROGRAN WILL 

witniea Oo "On EASE Uke Cine wungeRs 3 
ea ee ae ae Suou° UnBERS oR THE EcEbEN: SEE Our thanks to all of our Club members IF YOUR PHONE NUMBER SPELLS OUT 
who put in a lot of work preparing for the FRIENDS CAN EASILY REMEMBER. 
event and man- ing our table. (Corrections by TIMELINEZ) 

Also a “job well done" to the Cinci Ber hae 
Fest Committee. They put in a lot of hours en SNPUT “ENTER BND NOL “LE 
to make the event a big success. te Supe EER ero Ne. 8iE 

All of our Club members who attended an SUR “BRED STH NG. WCF 
should have a lot of stories to tell at ee Ghee ENTER YO BE, "Le 
the net several meetings. | 24 FOR 7-0 TO 2 

ncn Ss roe Use TD 
The Cincinnati Computer Fest was absolutely GREAT!!! If g2 FOR Use TO 2 

they have another one (I’e pretty sure they will) you should 36 FOR T=2 TO 2 

mg go at al] cost! My only real regret was that 1 could only go aa CET Net 
Le for one Gay! (Sat.) I was also rather disapointed that 4a LET MB 

nobody fros the John Oliger Co. was able to sake it. 1 know 45 GO SUE See 
that I would have purchased his disc systee right then! (I Ba LET N= 
ordered it anyway) I never saw so auch WEAT computer stuf in Se fer see 
one place before! It was just like coaputer heaven aust be! oF en ela Boe 
It’s a good thiag that I didn’t take a lot of soney or | oS Te tae 
would be broke now. As it was I bought a BSDD disc drive and Stee 
a bunch of software. ze B6 ste see 

Let ae tell you, a LOT of soney changed hands! Of course 6 LET H=6 
we al] know that a dollar for Sinclair products goes such ee G5 SUE. nee 
further that for other computer systeas' I would have to say ae ‘te P=P+1 
that one of the biggest hits there was the QL. Many were oe te Getaes 7 deN Gh Sue cee 

sold and aany orders were taken. | sean when you think of oe Nee 
it, it’s hard to believe that you can get coaputer that has ao Nee. t 
high res graphics, 32 bit, sicro drives(TWO) built in, and 123 NEXT » 
auch sore, AMD including a high res color sonitor, AND a 220 NEXT 2 ee 
high quality printer with graphics and letter quality saode 202 PRINT bir Sa ene 
for well under $1000 bucks! To top it off, they throw in ae INFUT “PRESS ENTER TO CONT. "GR 

Great software package that is worth practicly the cost (or “302 LET Poe 

sore) of the computer for free' I think it will be a real 386 RETURN 
: : . S@@ LET ws2&th+32+M4+N 

shane if the @ is dropped and not picked up by another SQ@Q1 IF vs82 OR J=3a OR U=34 THE 

coapany since Aastrad doesn’t plan to continue with it. NsO2 IF 235 OR U=36 OR J=37 THE 
Disc drives were also a big hit especially since there NeOS IF 0953 THEN LET Javed 

are so eany to pick froa now' There were also reps for eicro See RETOUR cn tcaaks 
cC Grives and practicly every supplier of Sinclair and Tisex 

equipeent an¢ software’ Many user groups were there also. | 

was able to satch up sany faces to those we have heard of 

and talked to but have never seen. I saw one of our writers, 
(Eric Yruegas) and he is one saart guy’ ! also talked to Joe 
Williagson (SUM), Tow Woods, Jack Roberts (TS Connection), 
Chet Laabert (CTH) and sany others. 
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USING TIME ¢(*>) DOING TIME 

or TIME WELL SPENT 

by Rita A. Toth 

In July of 1982, George Mockridge, President of the Peninsula 

User Group (PUG), responded to a letter he received from Robert 

Rhodes, the first prisoner in the Nevada State Prison to be 

granted permission to buy a computer. Robert had purchased a 

Sinclair ZX-81 which included an issue of SYNTAX newsletter in 

which he found George’s address. 

In a stream of on-going letters, Robert told how his interest in 

computers developed when he realized his propensity for learning 

programming while taking correspondence courses in the subject. 

Since he was sharing the ZX-81 and his limited knowledge with 

other interested prisoners, he realized that they needed to cor- 

respond with someone who could provide support and answer ques- 

tions. Consequently, since July 1982, George and PUG have sent 

much material dealing with specific questions from the prisoners 

as well as general information about computers, printers, tapes 

and programming. 

In November of 1982, Robert transferred to the Southern Desert 

Correctional Center (SDCC) in Indian Springs, Nevada. At SDCC, 

he continued his studies in computers and was again able to in- 

terest some of the other prisoners to learn programming. 

In June of 1985, the National Education Corporation donated a 

Computer Literacy Programming Course to SDCC. This course con~ 

sists of a TS-1500, a recorder and eleven course books in BASIC 

programming. Needless to say, many of the prisoners have signed 

up because they realize that the equipment allows them a unique 

opportunity to learn about programming and computers. 

Having learned programming on T/S equipment, the immates were 

able to transfer their knowledge to a KAYPRO II. (This larger 

computer was donated to SDCC from a source other than PUG in the 

latter part of 1985.) Using the KAYPRO II, they were able to 

computerize the Parole and Probation Office in which they worked 

and they told us that their program will eventually be used in 

Data Recording Keeping Offices throughout the State of Nevada. 

In January of 1986, George Mockridge asked me to assume the 

duties of liaison with this activity. 

The following are a few excerpts from a recent letter that PUG 

received trom one of the prisoners. I’d like to share his 

thoughts and information with you: 

"I am currently involved in teaching our "Re-Entry’” 

course here at the prison (SDCC). It accommodates 

about 30 to 40 professional people who come in and 
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instruct inmates in various fields prior to their 

release into the community. One of the courses is 

a course given by a Systems Analyst for the City of 
las Vegas, who has assured me that he will provide 

several jobs to inmates who have medium range program- 

ming abilities. He is also trying to formulate jobs 

within the institution for those of us old timers who 

may be around awhile. See what you guys started?!%?! 

sensational stuff, to say the least." 

"George has quite a reputation in the yard now. His 

help and the help of the User Group is something that 
gets through the grapevine pretty quick. 1 doubt very 

seriously if you guys really know how deeply we really 

appreciate the help you have extended.” 

"You guys would laugh vourselves sick if you could see 

these big old convicts hunched over one of those 1000’s 

Punching in data. Its such a treat to see men using 

their minds instead of their fists in here. A small 
wonderful light in a very violent environment. We do 

appreciate you folks so much. I doubt if you will ever 

know how much. ” 

Because SO many more prisoners are interested in learning about 
computers and programming and because their equipment is limited, 

it would be helpful if TIMELINEZ readers would send donations of 

equipment, tapes, books, magazines, printers, etc.. (They are 
particularly interested in obtaining a TS-2068.) Note that such 

donations are tax deductible. Be sure to include a note giving 

the fair market value of the donation. Send donations to; 

Mr. William J. Kassel, Pre-Release Supervisor 
Nevada Department of Parole and Probation 

Mailroom Complex 

215 E. Bonanza Street 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89158 (702) 386-5150 

or call: 

Rita Toth, SDCC Liaison 

(415) 3928-49367 

I can arrange to send the items for you but you decide the fair 

market value. 

IMPORTANT! Because prisoners are not allowed tools, donations 
must be in good working order or they will be disposed of because 
the prison cannot afford to return non-working items. 

All User Groups are invited to participate in this program. I 
will try to keep you informed of our progress through future 

TIMELINEZ articles. 
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“DECODING COMPUSERVE’? S&S 
RUN —-LENGTH-ENCODED GRAPHIC’ &S 

ON THE SINCLATR QL 
by Norm Lehfeldt 

KHKKKKKKKKEKHEKKKKEK HERE EK HAKKAR IER ERIK SESSA EAE 

' have been intrigued by CoapuServe’s ’Run Length 

Encoded’ graphics for some time. |] knew that using this 

system, owners of the acst popular coaputers could view and 

download pictures of participants on the Citizens Band Radio 

Sisulator, pictures of the FB!’s ten-aost-wanted desperadces, 

the National Weather Service’s radar weather saps and siailar 

graphic delights. The new Picture Support Forum, in 

particular, offers a dazzling selection of computer graphics 

and digitized photographs. But until now, I had not been able 

to learn enough about the encoding system tobe able to 

decode the pictures with any of the Sinclair computers. 

Briefly stated, run length encoding is a sethod of 

translating a screen display into a string of ASCII 
characters so that it aay be transmitted and displayed among 

dis-similar computers. CompuServe subscribers may read a 

fuller explanation of the method in the file headed 

"RLEDEC. TXT’ in DL2 of the CBIS interest group on the systes. 

The accompanying short program wil! allow off-line 

display of the pictures cn the QL. The pictures may be 

printed using a utility such as ’QDUMPS.’ 

100 REMark RLE Graphics Decoding Program for Sinclair QL 
i10 REMark by Nora Lehfeldt 

120 MODE 4 

130 WINDOW #1,512,256,0,0:PAPER 7:CL5 

{40 WINDOW #1,409, 194,52, 10:PAPER O: INK 7:SCALE 194,-1,-1:CL8 
150 WINDOW #0,409,20,53,226:PAPER #0,7:INK #0,0: CLS #0 
140 INPUT #0, "ENTER FILE NAME: "sF$ 
170 X20: Ye192:OPEN IN #4,"adv2_ "LES 
180 BS=INKEY$ (44): IF BS<>"G" THEN GO TO 180 
190 BS=INKEY$(#4): IF B&<)*H" THEN GO TO 180 
200 B=CODECINKEYS$(#4))-32s IF EQF(#4) THEN GO TO 340 
210 X=¥+BsIF ¥3255 THEN Y=¥-1:¥=¥-255 
220 W=CODE CINKEY$(#4))-Z2: IF EOF(#4) THEN SO TC 340 
230 IF WO THEN GO TC 22 
240 IF We0 THEN 60 TD 200 
250 J=WeY-1 
260 IF J>255 THEN 60 TO 300 
270 LINE X,Y 10 J,Y 
280 X=X+W 
290 60 10 200 
300 LINE X,Y TO 255,¥ 
310 =¥-! 
220 J=J-256 
330 LINE 0,1 10 J,! 
340 Y=X4W 
350 60 TO 200 
360 CLOSE #4:FAUSE:CLS 80:60 TO 140 

Some notes cn using the progras: 

The graphics files aust first be LOSged to sicrodrive 

using the QCODE terainal prograg. Take care to LOG as few 

extraneous characters before and after the file as possible. 

Boot your QL in the Monitor gsode (Fi at the copyright 

prompt). LRUN this prograa. It formats the screen so that it 

should work on TY’s that don’t have too auch over-scan. 

At the prompt enter the exact naae under which you have 

legged the graphic file you wish to display. The cartridge 

containing your graphics files aust be in sicrodrive 2. The 

computer may take several ainutes to draw the picture, 

depending on how auch detail it contains. 

When you are through looking at the picture, pressing 

any key clears the screen and prompts you for a new file 

name. 

Note that you can change the INK and PAPER colors by 

altering line 190. Changine line 120 to ’MQDE 8’ so that you 

can have more colors will work except that a difference in 

the screen mapping will produce some errors in the di splayeg 

picture. 

For some reason, the OL sometimes returns a control code 

to the data stream when accessing the sicrodrive. This 

distorts all of the picture which follows. Line 230 traps 

this error, but a gore elegant solution is solicited. 
Let me know what you think of this and please share any 

improvements you sake te it. 

It looks fairly easy to write a program to decode these 

pictures for the 2048. I intend to try to find tiae to do it, 
but if you manage it first, please send it in for 

publication. 
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COMPUTER CALENDAR 

x- * s+ «+ & He He HM HM 

15 Peninsula User Group 
Peninsula Hospital) 
1783 El Camino Real 
Burlingame 

26 East Bay User Group 
West Branch Library 
1125 University Avenue 

Berkeley 

26 Silicon Valley User Group 7:00 
Cupertino Library 
10400 Torre Avenue 
Cupertino 

JuUL Y 

20 Peninsula User Group 1:00 

24 East Bay User Group 7:30 

29 Silicon Valley User Group 7:00 

se He HM HM MH HM MH HM H 
THE COMPUTER SHOW 

EVERY TUESDAY, 7 TO 8 P.M. 
TV STATION KTSF, CHANNEL 26 

es «Me HM HM HM HM HM HM FH 
AFFORDABLE a 
COMPUTER HOTLINE 
EVERY THURSDAY, 8 TO 9 P.M. 
TV STATION KSTS, CHANNEL 48 

se He Me Me HM HM Me HM MH 

221 

EAST BAY Z80 USER GROUP 
654 40th STREET 
RICHMOND, CALIFORNIA 94805 
(413) 234-3310 

ERZUG 

PRESIDENT: (VACANT) 

MEETINGS: FOURTH THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH, 7°30 P.A. 
VEST BRANCH LIBRARY 
1125 UNIVERSITY AVENUE, BERKELEY 

MAKE CHECK FOR BUES PAYABLE TO "WOOBY McPHEETERS’. 

PENINSULA USER GROUP 
31] MICHELLE LANE 
DALY CITY, CALIFORNIA 94015 
415) 878-1773 

PRESIDENT: GEORGE NOCKRIDGE 

MEETINGS: THIRD SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH, 1:00 P.H. 
PENINSULA HOSPITAL 
1783 EL CANINO REAL, BURLINGANE 

HAIL BUES TO "PAT WORRISSEY*, 2000 CRYSTAL SPRINGS ROAD, 
BLOG 21, APT 22, SAN BRUNO, CA 94066 

SV¥STUG SILICON VALLEY SINCLAIR TECHNOLOGY USER GROUP 
6675 CLIFFORD BRIVE 
CUPERTING, CALIFORNIA 95014 
(408) 253-3175 

PRESIDENT: RITA CARR, (408) 738-2888, X-4579 

HEETINGS: LAST TUESDAY GF EACH MONTH, 7:00 P.N. 
CUPERTINO LIBRARY 
10400 TORRE AVENUE, CUPERTINO 

WAKE CHECK FOR DUES PAYABLE 10 °SIMCLINK’. 

THIS TIMELINEZ NEWSLETTER IS A JOINT PUBLICATION OF THE THREE 
TIMEX-SINCLAIR USER GROUPS IN THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA. 

NEW HENBERS AND VISITORS ARE ALVAYS VELCONE. 

FOR FULL MEMBERSHIP (WHICH INCLUDES PARTICIPATION 18 GROUP 

MEETINGS, THE TIMELINEZ NEUSLETTER, TAPE LIBRARY PRIVILEGES, 

AMD SPECIAL EVENTS), SEND $15 ANNUAL BUES TO ONE OF THE ABOVE 
ADDRESSES WITH THE CHECK MADE PAYABLE AS INDICATED. 

FOR ONLY AN ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO NEWSLETTER, SEND $10 CHECK 

PAYABLE 10: TIMELINEZ, P.0. BOX 1312, PACIFICA, CA. 94044 
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by Russell a 

This is a ehowes! machine code 

routine that displays a memory 

map of the computer. It is 2868 - 

specific, but can: easily 0be 

altered for the Saectrun with. two 

pokes. a vee 

i@ FOR X = 65598 TO 65533 
26 READ Y: POKE X,Y ee 
39 NEXT xX nae 
49. DATA 33,9, g, 14,1 : 
SS DATA 6,27,62,9,197 
68 DATA 229,198,42,3, 295° 
7@.. DATA 62,38,225,35,35 _ 
ag J DATA 193,4,62,156, 184.0000 FE 
98 DATA -324236,12,62, Bey Oe lila 

19G DATA 185,32,228, 291 Oe geen % 
195 RANDOMIZE USR:. 65589 __ ee 
115 sTOP .. «ge 

Tt works: “Bye scaning. every, 
other address, checking for 
zeros. If. sSymething _ ether than 

@ zero is found, it assumes that 2.2. 

the address is being used and “& > 

point is plotted on the screen. _ 

It : is relocatable, called. 

up with RANDOM’ ZE USR n, where (+n 

is the first address} overwrites 

the screen, ie, it does NOT clear 

the screen first; does not scan 

the last few bytes of memory’ 

ignores the external ROM} is 

interactive with the display 

file(s). 
New 

To scan every byte in the 

first half of memory ; POKE 

65519,8. To scan every byte in 

the second half of memory, POKE 

65592,128: POKE 65519, @. For 

SPECTRUM, POKE 655155229 : POKE 

gg OBS 1 34. 
getitie. can: te added toe a 

oat aptay wrth?" PRINT AT 1,185 "name 
ow the display, may be compared 

to the memory man : on p. 254 af 

the 2868 User Manual. 
e f. S 

M° It 

tburfer area) 

LAST ‘MONTH* Ss ‘ISSUE OF TIMELINEZ 

(PAGES 207 THROUGH 214) SHOULD 

HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AS: 

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 5, MAY 1986. 

Rita Carr’s Newsletter Exchange & SVSTUB | 

Meneging Editor Walt Gaby [ff TIMELINEZ/ SincLink 408 253 
c/o Silicon Valley Sinclair Timex User Group 
b675 Clifford Drive 

©. Hockridge Cupertine CA 95014-4530 
Bill Miller Le <8, 

Norm Lehieidt 
Bill Strick 

Peris Moure 

Rite Cerr 

= eget in ee 

Saresteontndmier .$ 

First Class Rail 


