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GIF GRAPHICS DECODING-
ENCODING NOW AVARILABLE
TO SINCLRIR @L USERS

By Horw Lehfeldi

Proarammer Don Thompson hoas once
ggoain come to the aid ond rescue
of Sinclaur GL users.

He has released GIF decoding and
encoding proaroms for this moa—
chine.

For those who may not recall,
GIF — Graphics Interchange For-—
mat —— is o neu protocol estab—
lished bu CompuSerwve as o medans
for the exchanae of graphics
screens camong dis—siml torm compu—
ters. A GIF file begins with a
header which describes the size
of the imoge that fol lows and
the colors employed. The decoder
must thon odoapt the image for
disploy on the receiving compu—
tar .2

Gon’'s progrom for accomplishing
the complicoted decodina task
uses sophisticated algorithms
that moke mathmaticl conuersions
of the pixel counts of images
crecated on other computers so
that their geometry is preserved
on the QL screen. In addition
the progrom contains o pallette
of 64 stipples wvhich greatiu ex-
pond the color copabilites of
the QL. In mony cases, the dis-—
Plaved QL image is nearly indis—
t}nguisuble for the original
Picture created on graophically
more sophisticated machines.

At present, Don’'s programs are
available to CompuServe subscri-—
bers in Dota Library 6 of CLUB
SIG for only the cost of the
connect time necessory to dourn—
tload them.

Don stresses that it is import—
ant to read the accompanuing DOC
file before attempting to use
the programs.
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"FONTMAN' VARIES TYPE
STYLES ON 2068 SCREEN
OR PRINTER

By Worn Lehfeldt

*Font Monager ,® Jack Dohaney s
tatest oachievement is o progrom
for creating, editing ond print-
int to screen or printer on end-
less variety of type styles.

fis supplied by Jack, the program
includes two librories of twenty
Fonts each. But the type design
possibilities of the program ore
unlimited.

Once the progrom is loaded and
running, o poarticular type Font
moy be ‘activated.’ Subsequent
output te screen or printer will
be in the font selected.

The key to the printing operoa—
tion is o nev printer driver us—
ing your printer's graphics mode
for all printing. A fringe bene—
Fit of this scheme is that, For
the First time, users of 80-ceo—
tumn printers will be able to
LPRINT ond LLIST the Full Timex-
Sinclair character set.

Order “"FONTMAN® directly fFrom:
Joack Dohaney
390 Rutherford fAve.
Redvwood City, CA 94061

Or call Jack at 415> 367 7781
For Further details.
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QUIKSORT - Courtney Du Bois' sub-rouiine for

ropid soriing of large arreys on the ZH6E.
3-0 WIRE-FRANE GRAFHICS - Tim Suenszon's BL
program for drawving and manipuioting objects
on the 8L screen.
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